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Dear SIR,- 
D OU deſire my Sentiments on a 
very delicate, and important 
Subject; which I ſhould: en- 


ter upon with the greater 
Pleaſure were I ſenſible that my Abilities 
were in any degree proportion'd to my 
Zeal to ſerve you. But, however doubt- 
ful I be of the former, that you may not 
have the leaſt Ground to ſuſpect the /at- 
ter, J have, in confidence of your Candor, 
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ſent you a few Thoughts which occurred: 
to my Mind in anſwer to this intereſting 
Queſtion— In what manner you muſt conduct 
your ſelf, that you may accompliſh the great 
Purpoſes of the ſacred Miniſtry, to which you 
have _ been ſo ſolemnly ordain'd ? 


As I doubt not but the Queſtion came 
from a very honeſt Heart, fo I hope, in 
my Anſwer to it, you will indulge me that 
Freedom which not only Friendſhip, but 
the nature of ſo important a Subject de- 
mands. | 


But one thing, Sir, I beg leave to pre- 
miſe, (viz.) that for all, and every par- 
ticular, I am now about to recommend to 
you, I refer you entirely to the authority 
of Scripture, the nature of Things, and 
the dictates of right, impartial Reaſon : 
and if any thing ſhould drop from me 
| which you do not ſee, upon diligent Search, 
to be conformable to theſe ſacred and in- 
variable Standards, I defire that no regard 
may be paid to it; if you do, I doubt not, 
Sir, but your own Conſcience will reſume 


this 


C +3 


this Office after me, and. in a more eat 


tual manner re-inforce the Exhortation. 


All that J have to propoſe may be com- 
priſed under three general Heads, relating 


to 


Vour perſonal Conduct. 
Vour private Studies. And 


Vour publick Miniſtrations. 


1. Give me leave to ſubmit to your con- 


ſideration a few practical Rules relative to 
your future Conduct in the miniſterial 


Office. 


You are now, Sir, to appear in the 
World under a Character which (how- 
ever deſpiſed by - ſome) is in itſelf truly 
honourable. Your care then ſhould be 
to maintain it with conſiſtency and credit; 
which will at once ſhew your _= — 
Piety and Wiſdom. 


It muſt be own'd, tis no eaſy matter 
immediately to give into all the Decorums 
of a new Character. And the difference 
between that of an Academic and that of a 


B 2 Paſtor 
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Paſtor i is ſo great, and the tranſition from 
one to the other is ſometimes ſo ſudden, 
and this uſually at an Age when the Mind 
is unſtable and unexperienc'd, that young 
Paſtors have reaſon to expect, and their 
People as much reaſon to make, very can- 
did allowance for ſome ſmaller Improprie- 
ties. However you will pleaſe to remem- 
ber that the Honour you expect from the 
miniſterial Character will always be given 
in proportion to the Dignity with which 


you ſupport it. If you adorn hat, that 
will not fail to adorn yor. 


Quid verum atque aro, curo et rogo, et 
emits in hoc ſum (a), to be wholly intent 
on Truth and Decorum, is as good a Rule 
as any you can take for your general Con- 
duct. And as to more particular Direc- 
tions for your miniſterial Behaviour, I 
would adviſe you to keep the great Ends 
of your Miniſtry always in view; viz. the 
Glory of God; the Honour of the Re- 
deemer; the Intereſt of the Goſpel; the 
Salvation of immortal Souls; and your 
85 oon 


. (a) Her. Epiſt. 1. 1. 


C9 
oven future Approbation and Reward, : 
when you ſhall be call'd to give an Ac- 
count of your Charge to Feſus Chriſt the 
chief Shepherd, their Lord and yours. And 
theſe you are to conſider not as ſeparate” 
but as conjunct, co-ordinate Ends; to 
which all your other Views and Purſuits 
muſt be ſubſervient. Theſe are the grand 
Objects you are never to loſe fight of. 
And however the Scenes of Life may v 
whatever circumſtances the Providence of 
God may hereafter bring you into, let this 
be. your invariable View, to do every thing 
which may promote, and to avoid every 
thing which may obſtruct, theſe great 
Purpoſes of the miniſterial Function. 


(1) Let me deſire you to pay a particu- 
lar regard to thoſe things which are ap- 
parently ſubſervient to the great Ends of 
your Miniſtry. Will you give me leave 
my to. 7 1 a few FN 


- Preſerve then, Sir, the higheſt Reve- 
rence, the moſt ſacred and punRtilious 
Regard for the Holy Scripture as the only 
Standard of your F In and Worſhip. 

| : Main- 


C6) 

Maintain the dignity of its Doctrines, the 
purity of it's Inſtitutions, and the ſolemnity 
of it's Sanctions, with all your Wiſdom, 
Zeal and Knowledge. Remember that 
you are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel. 
Keep that therefore ever in your Eye as 
the Copy of your miniſterial Inſtructions, - 
and the Charter of * religious Privi- 
ledges. 


Be no leſs careful to cultivate the Tem. 
per than to increaſe the Furniture of your 
Mind. The former will lay the Founda- 
tion of much ſolid Peace and Self- poſſeſſi- 
on, whilſt the latter will ſupply you with 
a rich ſtore of uſeful notions ; whereby 
you will be well inſtructed unto the Ki ngdom 
Heaven; and be like unto a Man that is 
an Houſholder, which bringeth forth out of 
brs T. en things new and old (6). | 


Study Moderation in all things. Nothing 
will more ſubſcrve your Uſefulneſs, Repu- 
tation and Peace. Extremes are always 
dangerous, often pernicious : none but per- 

{ons 


(3) Matt, xiii. 5% 


EY | 
ſons of the ſtrongeſt Paſſions and weakeſt 
Minds run into them. Health, Truth, 

' Wiſdom, Vertue, are all to be found in 
the Mean: - Exceſs impairs or bans: 
them all. 


Let Love and Lenity be your ruling 

| Temper. This ſoftens and meliorates the 
Paſſions ; leads to a kind, chriſtian, bene- 
ficent Conduct; and will effectually pre- 
vent your giving unneceſſary Offence. 


And that you may not be in danger & 
taking it, 


Fortify your Mind with Meekneſs and 
Wiſdom, There is a certain degree of 
Inſenſibility under ſome ſeeming Injuries, 
(a ſure Indication of a great or chriſtian 
Mind) which for your own peace you 
ought carefully to cultivate. You will 
find a Weight of Sentiment in that Stoical 
Aphoriſm- if you ponder it well, Tagaros 
To u & g To Tpaypuare, dNAG ra Week 
10 gn S marr (e); that i it is not 
Things but Thoughts that hurt us. Or 


) ; 
* - 
* 
- 


0% Epic. Enchic, N. x: 


(8 ) 


7 in caſe of a ſuppos'd Indignity, tis the 


workings of onr own mind that gives us 
the pain, not the Injury or Affront we re- 


ceiv'd; which perhaps, after all, was never 
intended. 


Let Prudence ſhine in all your Actions. 
This will give a Grace, a Beauty and Con- 
ſiſtency to your whole Conduct. Directed 
by this, how amiable and uſeful are ſome 
perſons of ſmall parts and ſcanty furniture 
whilſt others with fine Talents, great 
Learning, and no Prudence, render them- 
ſelves not only uſeleſs, but contemptible: 
In every ſituation: of things, conſider firſt, 
-what i is | fit in itſelf; and then, what is moſt 
s your own Character. 


Lay no fixeſs, u upon Trifles. This avis 
Shows either a weak and narrow, or a 
ſowre capricious mind ; is the great ſource 
of Bigottry and Uncharitableneſs, will im- 
pede your Uſefulneſs, and render you diſ- 
eſteem'd by men of Wiſdom and true 
Judgment. Be ſure to adjuſt your regards 
to things in proportion to their real Im- 
portance. Extend this Rule to all your 

Practice, 


\ 
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Practice, and apply it to all your Princi⸗ 
ples. Be indifferent to thoſe things which 
are indifferent in themſelves. And I think 
you will not be much miſtaken if you look 
upon thoſe things as indifferent in them 
ſelves, wherein you ſee many wiſe, ſober, 
and pious Chriſtians differ. But on the 
ther hand; 


Beware leſt under a colour of Latitude 
and Liberty you tranſgreſs the Bounds of 
Truth and Duty. Dare to maintain the 
eſſential Principles of Religion, whoever 
may oppoſe them; and to practiſe the 

ian Rules of Condatt, whoever may 
deſpiſe them. Theres a noble, juſt and 
wiſe Singularity, which on ſome occaſions 
you muſt not be aſham'd of. In fo diſſolute- 
and giddy an Age as that in which we 
live, when men ſeem fo ſtrangely. bent on: 


carrying things to Extremes either of En= 


thufiaſm or Infidelity, it will be well for 
you if you be not ſometimes put to the 
tryal of ll your Fortitude, Zeal and Wiſ- 
dom, to ſtem tlie Tide of Bigottry and 
Deluſion on the one Hand, or of Profane- 
neſs and Vice on the other. But og ſuch 

C oacã-· 


(10) 
occaſions, Sir, remember - that you are ſet 
fer the Defence of the Goſpel ; that this was 
one part of the Charge you receiv'd when 
you was ſolemnly ordain'd to the Service 
of it ; and that 'tis your Duty and Honour 
to appear in vindication of deſerted Truth 
and Vertue: but let it always be with a 
ſpirit of Benevolence, Meekneſs and Love. 


0 your Office By which I do 
not mean that you ſhould entertain thoſe 
exorbitant notions concerning the Dignity 
of the ſacred Function, which prompt to 
prieſtly Pride, and a Lordly Domination 
over the Rights of Conſcience ; which in- 
ſtead of magnifying, never fail to diminiſh 
the miniſterial Character, and expoſe it to 
juſt Contempt. As a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel you are not to exerciſe Dominion over 
the Faith of Chriſtians, but to be a Helper 
of their Joy. But when J adviſe you to 
magnify your Office, what I mean is only 
this; that. you would endeavour to poſſeſs 
. mind with ſo juſt a conception of the 
onour and Importance of your Employ- 
ment, and the glorious Reward promiſed 
to your Fidelity, as may raiſe you above 

| the 
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—— — 


(1) 


the Difficulties of your Work and inſpire 


you with a proper 'Zeal and Fortitude in 

the proſecution of it. N 
2 Difficulties and Diſcouragements, | 
Sir, you muſt expect to meet with, ariſing 

from conſtant application to Study ; from 


| the various Labours of your Function (and 


you will very probably find ſome n 
Duties of it much more difficult than o- 


thers) ; from the different Taſte and Tem- 


pers of your People ; from the Tongue 
of Scandal ; from the little Succeſs of your 


Miniſtrations; from the Contempt of Ene- 


mies; and you will be very happy if you 


meet with no Trouble from the Foibles 
and Follies. of your Friends. Expect theſe 
ſort of 3 then, and d to 


meet them 


But do not aggravate or increaſe them; 
by Impatience, Indiſcretion, or an exqui- 
ſite ſenſibility of Diſreſpect. Throw the 


Mantle of Love over the Weakneſſes of 


your Friends, and bear with a Chriſtian 


Heroiſm the malevolence of your Ene- 
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Cultivate a fraternal regard for all yous 
regular, wiſe, worthy and uſeful Brethren 
in the ſacred Miniſtry, of whatever deno- 
mination they be. Envy not thoſe who 
have greater Talents than your ſelf; nor 
deſpiſe thofe that ,have leſs. Diſeſteem 


none purely for his differing from you in 


his Opinions, provided thoſe Opinions be 


innocent, and innocently held: for they 
Have juſt the ſame reaſon to alienate their 
Eſteem from you. Believe that they may 
be fincere, pious, faithful, accepted Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, and be leading many 


Souls to Heaven and Glory, tho' it be not 


preciſely in the fame Track in which you 


chuſe to walk your ſelf. And if upon the 
whole you diſcover in them the true Chri- 


ſtian Life and Temper, do not cenſure 
their Miſtakes or Defects with a ſeverity 
with which you would not chuſe to hear 
others animadvert upon * OWN. 


Laſily, Be much in Prayer arid Self- 
conference. Study daily, endeavour after, 


and pray for, more of the Gift and Spirit 
of Prayer: not only a fluency of Expreffi- 


o 


tz) 
on, but a freedom of Thought ; not only 
an Enlargement of Mind, "but an Energy 
of Spirit. No Requeſts fly ſwifter to the 
Throne of Grace than ' thoſe which come 


immediately from the Heart. Such a Gift 


and Spirit of Prayer once attain'd, will 
greatly ſtrengthen, animate and aſſiſt you 
in your publick Addreſſes to Gop; and a 
frequent Self- converſe will be no leſs help- 
ful to you in your miniſterial Addreſſes to 
your People. For pious Chriſtians feel all 
of them much the ſame Deſires, Difficul- 
ties, Defects, Wants, Weakneſſes, and 
Workings of Mind; and therefore by be- 
ing well acquainted with your own, you 
will better know how to apply yourſelf to 
theirs; and, let me ſay, to apply to them 
in the beſt manner too. They will then 
feel what you fay ; and feel it more ſen- 
fibly when they ſee you felt it firſt your 
ſelf. Theſe two things therefore I would 
efpecially recommend to you, as more im- 
mediately ſubſervient to your miniſterial 
Comfort and Succeſs. 


You will indulge my Fidelity, dear dir, 
youre I procged 
(2) To 


_— . - Met 


(2) To give you a candid Caution as 
gainſt ſome of thoſe things which will as 
certainly obſtruct and fruſtrate thoſe Ends. 
I mean them not by way of Admonition, 
but of ſalutary Caution. 


In the firſt place then, beware of Indo- 
lence and Self- indulgence. They are 
ſtrangely deceiv'd who take Sanctuary in 
the Church for Idleneſs and Eaſe, or who 
fly to the Altar as an Ahlum from Labour. 
A Miniſter's Life ſhould be always that of 
a Student. You have quitted the Acade- 
my, Sir, but not your Studies : you have 
only alter'd the Courſe of them. And in 
what manner they are to be conducted in 
order to anſwer the great Ends of the Goſ- 
pel Miniſtry, I ſhall endeavour ae 
to ſhew you, 


| Again, | 1 of ſenſual PE 
They have, (I own) a very powerful at- 
traction, not eaſily reſiſted by perſons in 
younger Life. And indeed if they are in 
themſelves innocent, the moderate and 
ſeaſonable Uſe of them ought not to be 

thought 


- 
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(15) 
6 it incenfiſtent with your Station and 
Charatter. But be they ever ſo innocent or 
lawful, take care they do not poſſeſs you: for 
they will but retard your wiſer purſuits, and 
become very troubleſome Intruders into 
your better Engagements. Throw the 
double Curb of Religion ahd Reaſon on 
thoſe Appetitites and Paſhons, which un- 
reſtrain'd will run away with the Judg- 
ment, overſet the Mind, and perhaps 
wound the Conſcience in their mad Career, 


Beware of Vanity, and the ſocret Inſi- 
nuations of Self- applauſe. Set not too 
great a Value on your ſelf for any particu- 
lar Talents or Capacities with which it 
may pleaſe God to diſtinguiſh you. Silence 
all ſuch vain ſelf- aſſuming Thoughts with 
this ſingle Queſtion, What haſt thou which 
thou haſt not received? And the more thou 
haſt received, the more thou haſt to an- 


ſwer for. 


Beware of benz Offence to any, either 
by your Temper, Conduct or Doctrine. 
A Diſregard to this Maxim will be a great 
Bar to your Uſefulneſs. When once 3 


people 


= 


| * 
people have conceivd a Diſguſt againſt 
their Miniſter, they are ill-diſpos'd to re- 
ceive any real good from his Miniſtrations. 
Much Prudence, Forbearance, Candor, 

Compliance, Self-denial, and Condeſcen- 
tion, you may poſſibly find requiſite to keep 
well with ſome. And if by theſe means 
you ſtill retain a Capacity of doing good 
to their Souls, you have reaſon to eſteem 
it a cheap and honourable Purchaſe. And 
never think the gratification of a Humour 
too dear a Sacrifice to Peace. 


Finally, beware of the influence of a 
warm, narrow, uncharitable Spirit ; or a 
bigotted attachment to any particular Par- 
ty. This (we too, too often fee) corrodes 
the very Vitals of genuine Piety, and does 
unſpeakable Hurt to the true Chriſtian In- 
tereſt. And the more, as it hides itſelf 
under the name and ſemblance of (what is 
quite another thing) a Zeal for GOD and 
Truth. Ever give others the ſame liberty 
of differing from you in Sentiments, which 
you take in differing from them. This 
they will always expect; and methinks 
they very reaſonably may. E 
8 I beg 


(17) 


I beg your Indulgence, Sir, whilſt 1 


NOW 


(11) Submit to your conſideration a few 
brief Directions relating to the method and 
management of your Studies. 


Be always intent on the Improvement 
of your Mind, by reading, writing, conver- 
ſation, and reflection; and let every day 
add ſomething to your literary Furniture. 
To that end purchaſe back again the Seaſons 
{d) you have loſt; which is the import 
of the Apoſtle's expreſſion, Epheſ. v. 16. 
that is, take much care to attain, and more 


to improve every opportunity of gaining 
or doing ſome real Good, 


I would adviſe you to take a Scope and 
Latitude in your Studies ; - which will at 
once enlarge and entertain the Mind. Try 
all things,- and hold faſt that which 15 — 
If you read only in one way, you will ne- 
ver think in any other. This will extreme- 


* 
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ly cramp, contract, and by degrees torpify 
your Faculties. If you ſeek for Treaſure 
hid in a Field you ſhould not confine your 
ſearch to one' Corner of it. 


Aim at ſome Eminence in your Studies. 
The higher Ground you ſtand npon, the 
larger Proſpect will you have, and the 
better Judgment will you form of things 
around you. Partial and contracted Views 
will always lead you to judge 92 


Some of your youthful Studies you will 
now of courſe diſmiſs ; as what were only 
preparatory to thoſe of more eſſential Im- 
portance. Others I would advife you to 
purſue; and as you have Leifure, endea- 
vour to make ftill farther Improvements 
in them. Nor would I have you confine 
yourſelf to your Academic Plan, but launch 


out into other Branches of Literature, that 


are not foreign from, but ornamental to 
your Character, and ſubſervient to your 
Uſefulneſs. And in your choice of theſe, 
your own Temper, Taſte and Genius (to 
which you ſhould carefully attend) will, 
1 under proper corrections, be your beſt 
Guide. 


* 
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' Guide. For you will always make the 


moſt ſpeedy progreſs in that kind of Scis 
ence you are molt inclin'd to. However 
be ſure to diſtinguiſh hetween thoſe ſort 
of Studies which ſerve only for Amuſe- 
ment, and thoſe which are conducive-to 
ſolid Improvement; and take care that 
the former do not intrench upon the lat- 


IS 


If you have a Taſte for polite Letters, 
indulge it. They will not only entertain, 
but open and dilate the Mind ; and ſup- 
ply. it with a rich Fund of proper Images 
and Expreſſions, which may ſometimes be 
very happily. adapted to your great Pur- 
poſe. I ſee not why an elegant Phraſe 
.may not convey the moſt warm and pious 
Sentiments to the Heart. Some Hearts 


they will reach much ſooner by ſuch a 


Conveyance. 


Imitate every Author in his peculiar 


Excellence. Vou will find none to ex- 


ceed Dr. Tillotſon in Simplicity, Mr. Addi- 
Jon in Purity, Mr. Melmoth in Elegance, 


or Dr. Young in Force of expreſſion. If 
San D 2 you 


* 


. 
you have a Taſte for ſolid, rational Devo- 
tion read Mr. Lock, Dr. Lucas, Dr. Scot, 


and Mr. Grove : but if you have a greater 


Reliſh for rapturous Piety, you will be 
more entertain'd by Mr. Hervey, Mr. Nor- 
ris, Dean Stanhope, Dr. Watts, and Mrs. 
Rowe. And for a juſt Elevation and Re- 
finement both of Sentiment and Stile, I 
would refer you to all the Works of Mr. 
Rollin, and the Archbiſhop of Cambray. 
From any of theſe, or ſuch as theſe, take 


your - Model, as your own Genius ma 


direct. And to form a true Taſte, you 


muſt be well acquainted with them all. 


The elegant Entertainment you have 


often receiv'd from the fine and ſolid Senſe 
of the beſt Claſſical Writers, I am perſua- 


ded will be Argument ſufficient with you 
not to drop your acquaintance with them: 


and your Improvements from them, and 
Reliſh for them, will always be in propor- 


tion to the degree wherein you enter into 


their genuine ſpirit and beauties. 


And think not it will be any prejudice 
to | Jour good Toy 1 and Judgment to; be 
conper- 


(21 ) 
converſant with the beſt Chriſtian Writers 
of primitive Antiquity. But have Imme- 
diate recourſe to thoſe Writers themſelves, 
And this I would recommend as a univer- 
fal Rule; Always drink at the Fountain 
Head, when you can get at it : dulcius ex 
ipſo fonte bibuntur aquæ. — Four Advanta- 


ges you will receive from a good Acquain- 
tance with the early Fathers ; viz. a juſt, 


comprehenſive Knowledge of primitive 
Antiquity : a clear view of the difference 
between pure and corrupt Chriſtianity ; 
with a greater Ability to defend the one 
and expoſe the other: a more extenſive 
Knowledge of human nature: and a grow- 
ing Improvement in the Language in 
which they write. And J will venture to 
ſay that in ſome of the Fathers of the three 
firſt Centuries (particularly Origen, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Lathantius, Fuſtin, Minutius, 
and Tertullian) you will find ſuch a vaſt 
Mine of Literature, and Knowledge of 
Pagan Mythology (eſpecially in their Apo- 
logies as will at once ſurpriſe and enter- 
tain you; and make it worth your while to 
get acquainted with them. But beyond 
the third Century I would not adviſe you 


to 
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to proceed without great Caution. - Thus 
far the Stream runs tolerably pure. Be- 
yond this you will meet with troubled 
Waters. 6. 


The Study of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, both 
antient and modern, hath a cloſe connexion 
with, and will be very ſubſervient to many 
valuable purpoſes of the ſacred Office. 
And there is one Truth it will moſt cer- 
tainly convince you of (and there is no 
way whereby you can be ſo effectually con- 
vinc'd of it as this) I mean, the Danger 
' and Miſchief of a warm miſguided Zeal, 
a low narrow contracted Spirit, and a 
blmd bigotted Attachment to a particular 
Scheme of Opinions, or the diſtinguiſhing 
Modes and Tenets of a Party, in neglect 
of the great eſſential principles of Chriſti- 
anity itſelf : The fruitful Source of all that 
unchriſtian Violence, Obloquy, Perſecu- 
tion, Malignity and Malice, among-thoſe 
who profeſs'd the Goſpel of Peace, with 
which the Annals of the Church have in 
every Age been ſo EN A d and 
** d. 
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Above all, Sir, I recommend to you's 


critical Skill in the ſacred Languages. By 


which I mean a thorough Inſight into the 
peculiar Idioms and Phraſeology of the 


Original Scriptures ; by comparing them 


with thoſe of other antient Writings, and 
the other Oriental Tongues ; collating 
the ſeveral Verfions of the facred Books; 
conſulting the beſt Critics; and eſpecially 
by comparing the facred Scriptures with 
themſelves. Read ſome portion of the 
Originals every Day. But be ſure to avoid 
that fantaſtical (ſhall J call it, or rather 


pbrenſical) humour which ſome diſcover, 


of finding out a deep, recondite ſenſe, and 
myſtical meaning in Hebrew Words, 
which was never before heard or thought 
of; on which they not only eſtabliſh old 
theological Myſteries, but form new phi- 
loſophical Syſtems. Theſe men aim to 
revive among us the antient Spirit of Ca- 
baliſm, as our modern Hernbuters actually 
have that of Monteniſm : But both (if I 
miſtake not) have far ſurpaſs'd their Ori- 
ginals; and have carried their reſpective 
Tenets and Principles to a degree of Ab- 

ſurdity 
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fardity which the old Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Enthuſiaſts never once thought of. 


Make all your Reading and all your 
Studies ſubſervient to the great Ends of 
your ſacred Function. Remember that 
Divinity is the Study to which you have 
conſecrated your Time and Talents. A- 
bove all then ſtudy your Bible, and take all 
your Divinity from thence. Dwell at the 
Spring-Head. Drink deep at the Foun- 
tain of Eternal Truth. Furniſh yourſelf 
with a variety of Commentators, but make 
not too liberal a uſe of them. To leap 
always on Crutches is the way never to go 
alone. To conſult all the various Gloſſes 
and Conſtructions which the ſeveral Com- 
mentators have put upon any particular 
part of Scripture will rather confound than 
ſatisfy you, and involve your mind in more 
Smoke than Light: at beſt both will be 
ſo blended together as to cauſe a very con- 
fuſed Glare, and give you at laſt only a 
faint imperfect view of the Truth. When 
you are once furniſh'd with a good criti- 
cal Skill in the original Languages, and 
have attained a familiar acquaintance with 

the 
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the particular Phraſeology of the ſacred 
Writers, I believe you will find (as I fre- 
quently have my ſelf ) that reading over a 
Paragraph of Scripture two or three times 
attentively, both in the Original and Tranſ- 
lation, and comparing it with the main 
Subject or Argument the inſpired Author 
treats of, and attending to the Connexions, 
Digreſſions, Parentheſes, and Disjunctions 
of his Diſcourſe, will ſtrike out a clearer 
and better Light than conſulting a whole 
Shelf of ſacred Critics. | 


In order to be well eſtabliſh'd in the 
Grounds of Chriſtianity, and in the great 
Principles of Chriſtian Liberty, you will 
do well to converſe with ſome of our beſt 
Writers againſt the Deiſts and Papiſts. But 
as for Theological Controverſy in general 
(eſpecially conſidering the manner in which 
it is too often conducted) you will find in 
it ſo great a mixture of Vanity, Confidence, 
Ill-temper, wrong Zeal, and fine-ſpun la- 
bour'd Trifles, as have but few Charms to 
attract a judicious, free, benevolent Mind. 
And you will commonly ſec exemplified, 
on both fides, moſt of thoſe Particulars 

F which 


8 

which the excellent Mr. Howe ſo well ob- 
ferves to make up the Carnality of Religi- 
ous Contention (e). If your purſuit be ſolid 
Wiſdom, you muſt expect but ſmall Im- 
provements from polemical Theology, which 
commonly ſtrikes out more Heat than 
Light. The more you enter into the vital 
parts of Religion, the leſs Eſteem (I am 
perſuaded) you will have for thoſe myſti- 
cal Subjects and low Methods of modern 
Debate which warm many a good Man's 
Head, but often warp his Heart. , 


Study a facility and readineſs of Expreſ- 
fion on all Subjects; which will be a migh- 
ty Advantage to you in diſcourſing on the 
moſt important. I remember to have met 
with the Obſervation of ſome pious and in- 
genious Divine (I think it was Mr. Scou- 
gal) © That what he deem'd as a principal 
© Advantage and Fruit of.all his Reading 
© and Study was, a Habit he had acquired 
of conveying all his Ideas in eaſy 6 
79 5 
Obſerve 


00 dee Howt's Works, Vol. 2. p. 208, — 
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. . Obſerve an Order and Method in the 
management of your Studies, and the em- 
ployment of your Time; allotting ſuch 
Hours in the Day, or ſuch Days in the 
Week, for one kind of Study, and ſuch for 
another. This will not only facilitate your 
Progreſs, but diverſify your Labours, and 
take off the Tædium which attends a too 
long application to the ſame. Track of 
Thought; whilſt you (till purſue your 
main End, and make new acceſſions to 
your mental Furniture, 0 


And now, Sir, accept 


(Il) A few ſhort Directions relative to 
your publick Miniſtrations, and I have done. 


Dwell moſt on the moſt important Sub- 
jets. The moſt plain and 8 are 
generally ſuch. 


Study Edification more than Elegance: 
and ſeek the Character of a ſerious and in- 
ſtructive, rather than that of an ingenious 
and popular Preacher. 


If your Language be decent, plain and 
proper, don't be too ſolicitous to adorn it: 
E 2 | it 
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it will be apt to make your early compo- 
fitions too ſtiff and finical. By an over- 
load of Expreſſion many a good Writer 
weakens and obſcures the Senſe. Aim 


rather at a conciſe and nervous, than a fine 
| and flortd Stile. 


Lay more ſtreſs on the Thought than 
the Phraſe. Your Hearers will expect it: 
If that ſtrike them, this will not diſguſt 
them. But above all take care of loſing 
them and your ſelves in a Wood of Words. 


Let your Delivery be ſerious, grave, 
decent, diſtinct, lively, but unaffected. 


Shun the unneceſſary uſe of obnoxious 
and offenſive Phraſes. You will find every 
Party fond of their own peculiar modes of 
Expreſſion, and averſe to thoſe of their 
Adverſaries; without ſufficiently attending 
ſometimes to the true ſenſe and propriety 
of either. Avoid this Snare. Examine the 
true Meaning and Import of them all; and 
tye your ſelf down to none: but chabk 
thoſe which are molt proper, pertinent and 
eaſy, to whatever party they happen to 
belong. And if the moſt proper and per 
| tinent 
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tinent Words are ſomewhat obſcure or lia- 
ble to be miſtaken, explain them. 


In all your publick Miniſtrations keep 
the diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of the Goſpel 
always in View. Conſider Chriſtian Reli - 
gion as a Divine Scheme to recover an 
apoſtate Race of Creatures from Guilt and 
Ruin to Holineſs and Happineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt the great Mediator, This will 
often lead your mind to the Doctrines of 
Grace; and direct you to pay an habitual 
regard to thoſe two important Articles of 
our Faith, the Propitiation of Chriſt, and 
the Influence of his Spirit, Doctrines which 
TI am perſuaded will never come into diſ- 
repute with any who make an im 

Uſe of their Bibles, and deſire to ſee Chri- 
ſtianity a conſiſtent Scheme. 


Study the Religious Taſte of your Hear- 
ers, and ſuit your ſelf to it, ſo far as you 
prudently and honeſtly can, for their Edi- 
fication. You will probably find a great 
diverſity in their Temper and Judgment; 
ſome more pleaſed with a cloſe and ratio- 
nal, others with a warm and animating 
train of Preaching ; ſome chuſing to have 

ö their 
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their Mind inſtructed and their Judgment 
improved, others to have their Thoughts 
elevated and their Paſſions warm' d. Nor 
will you find their Affections all excited 
the ſame way. The String which ſtrikes 
the ſweeteſt Harmony into one, will jar in 
the Ears of another. The way to excite 
a true Pathos is — firſt, to gain over the 
Underſtanding of your Hearers by a full, 
diſtinct and clear proof of your Subject; 
then by diſplaying the Importance of it; 
then leading them to Self- conviction by a 
ſoft inſinuating Addreſs to the Conſcience; 
after this all the moſt bold and ſpirited Ef- 
forts of Oratory will be admitted, and fix 
the Eapee Ben deep in their Hearts: whilſt 
they believe their Paſſions are kindled not 
ſo mueh by the Art and Oratory of the 


Speaker, as by the vaſt *— of the 
Subject he treats, .. 


* This Method will ſeldom Fai to animate 
the coldeſt Heart,, and to quicken a genu- 
ine Flame 1 in the warmeſt. But ſcorn to 
raiſe a falſe fire, by adapting, the Arts * 
falſe Oratory to a falſe Taſtes . 


Affect not to move the paſſions on every 
x Subject, This is the ſame Fault in Com- 


poſition 4 
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poſition, as a loud, uniform Tone of Voice 
is in Elocution; and will excite no other 
Paſſion in the judicious Hearer, but a con- 


e of che Speaker. 


Be very charitable to the 1 ones in 
your Flock. And if you obſerve in any of 
them ſome little bigotted attachments, - 
bear to oppoſe them, Perhaps you may - 
meet with (mollia tempora fandi) ſome fair 
and favourable opportunities of opening and 
diſabuſing their minds, before they are a- 
ware. Bigottry is a Diſeaſe much better 
cur'd by gentle means than violent: a Fort 
much eaſier taken by Sap than Storm. Per- 
haps you may meet with ſome who con- 
found practical with /egal preaching ; who 

have never learned to;diſtinguith between 
perſonal Holineſs and Self-righteouſneſs ; 
and depreciate chriſtian Piety under the 
name of Works ; by miſtaking the ſenſe of 
that Word in the Apoſtle Paul's Epiſtles. 
Convince them of that Miſtake If you can; 
if not, bear with them; but arm them a- 
gainſt the Danger of it. This confuſion of 
Ideas is only owing to a want of right and 
regular Inſtructions. Vou will often find 
their Heart better than their Head: 2 
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if you do, they not only deſerve your ops, 
dor, but claim your Eſteem. 


- "Whilſt you endeavour to avoid what is 
trite, low and vulgar, beware you do not run 
into (what is equally ridiculous) a falſe 
Delicacy. Apply this Caution, to. every 
thing ; your Stile, Sentiments, Taſte, Tem- 


per and Conduct. 


In adminiſtring the Sacramental Seals 
attend to the Original Inſtitution and De- 
ſign of them, and conduct yourſelf thereby: 


In viſiting the Sic (a Duty which you 
will find, perhaps, to be as difficult as any 
in the Paſtoral Office) conſider the Cha- 
racter, Condition and Underſtanding of the 


perſon you viſit ; and direct your Addreſs 
to him according to the Danger of, his 
Cafe, and the Temper you find him in. 


Preſerve a ſeriouſneſs of Mind, a freedom 


of Speech, and a compoſure of Spirit 


throughout the whole. And to animate 
your Prayers and Compaſſion for him, ſup- 
poſe your ſelf in his Caſe, and be enki 
that you are not. 


Obſerve where your chief Miniſterial | 


Talent lies; whether in Prayer or Preach- 
ing if in Prayer, whether it conſiſts in a 
copiouſ- 


1 
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corkiufrels of Expreſſion, enlargement of 
Thought, of Devotion of Spirit : : if in 
Preaching, whether it lies in judicious 
Compoſition, propriety of Stile, or pate. 
tick Addreſs: and improve it by frequent . == 
Exerciſe. fng whatever be your principal = 


Defect, take care to mend it by a frequent 
Converſe with ſuch as excel in thoſe 
wherein you are moſt defective. 

[ Beware of an innovating Spirit, or a = 
Love of Novelty in Religious Principles. " 
"Tis a dangerous Affectation; and hath 
drawn multitudes into Scepticiſm on the 1 
one hand, and the wildeſt Enthuſiaſm on _ 
the ur, | ' 

Be very ſerious and ſincere in all your 6 
Miniſtrations. To that end, keep not oily - "i 
the end of your Miniſtry but the end of 
Life in View. Be very diligent to fulfil 
the ſervice of each, 'ere providence put a 
period to both. Mr. Baxter us'd to lays 


I preach as if I ne er. ſhould preach.again ;- 
. And as a dying man, to dying men. 


Finally, pray for your Flock. Pray for your 
ſelf. Be very frequent and fervent in your 
applications to the Throne of Grace for a 
Hhleſſing on. your miniſterial*Labours 3 that 
TY - God would be pleas' d to direct you from 
. | ; | time 
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| foe of peace ; and finally meet with a lage 
Reward from the great Shepherd and Biſhop. 4 


time to time, to he moſt fable Fr uns 


portant Subjects, and aſfiſt your? medita- 
tions on N give a Divine Blefling to 
his own Word, and make you che happy - 7 
Inſtrument of bringing many Sons unto 2 

lay. £ | 
- And thus, Sir, in'coth nner why Fo * , 
Deſire, I have given you my Thoughts 5 
very freely and faithfully on the Subject 9 
vou propos d. J conclude all with re- 
peating my Requeſt, that ſo far as you ſee | 


the fore-mention'd Rules to be- juſt, right 


ſterial Character and Conduct thereby. 

And then, by the Bleſſing of God; bey 
will ſecure to you the beſt Succeſs in that | 
important Service, to which you are now” 


to-devote your Life and Labours. With © : Y { 
5 &tren gth from Heaven equal to your Work 


on Earth, may you come forth to your. 


"£ 


. and reaſonable, you would not only WN * : 
but practiſe them; and form your mini. 


Flock in the fulneſ of the Bleſſing of tbe Go. A . 


H | 


_ ye 


25 of Souls, when you ſhall appear before him at 4 
= * . This. is the earneſt Prayer EY 


+ yur very affeftonate Brotber,- 
nd — Servant, Wh * 
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